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ANNUAL HARYEL REUHION AT TXfiITIA

*rt Sun,l*y, August *fi, 1tltli, the Marvel farnily lislrt []reir fourth
reunion at, the South Park, I)*aria, fllinois. [t r.va* an id*lr.] day and
surely a firte 1:lace for the ierrge, goocl-hurnored crorvd to visiL, end
meet the relittives tlrai; rueet caclr year to l'enetv the fam*
ily t,ies.

A fine large e t:awrl fr"cur $cviln dilfcr"r:nt $ia[i:$, Oregrin w&.* f€p.r
l'esented by M r" ancl &{r's. $eorg* i}Iar:vel, lVisc*nsin hy 1!l rs. Ewing,
iHisso uri by {i*orge Li)€r, L'exar hy Thomas Loe r', Nt,br*sk;r by J."W'. 

. Marvel *f Hastings, an d lVI r. an cl IVIrs. llhonrpson $f arvel of
Gilt'ner; Indiana by &nyme;ncl iVIarvel, ancl Illiiiuis hy iielativex
fr:onr Chir:ago, Cart,hage, l#ayn esville, f;ilflcri, IJe L,and, Clintun,
Wa*trinst{}n, ISrirt.onville, Ilushrr*l[, Cocrl I{l1r*, {i*lesb}"rrl$} K*nney,
Peuri* niltl Nurrn&I,

Many tlcw faces that harl nit:L r.vittr thern l'or thc firsf t,irrre *rncl
$CInls tha[ ]r*rt ].r**n wittr tht'nt w(:r'ri ilbscni;" 1'hc biff r"linil#r $,i*$
one of tltr,: [,ig ft'*t[ttt'cs, ]f t'. lYilli*rrn l.ru*t' i;f I'e$r.ia, trgti €ver.]*
thil$ ttr r&ng*d $o tin * ; eYel'y thirrg lvari sprurld on the long tahles
anrJ' all h*lped t,hqrm*ely*r c*lneteria style. After tle bank*tu
l#BI-e par:kr:d ilrt'ay, & fine large lric:turr:, I (ix?ll inc tres w&rs talkgrr uf
the jcilly cruwd.

fh9o, all rvcnt into t,hc auclitoriunr wfuere t,}* pr$srflm an6 busi*
-I}sEs nrr*r*ting ll"{t$ h*ld' Tlie pr*siderr t an rl vir *-pr**irlent bot}r hs-

,'', l.ng -ltl$ent, {ifior$e B. Mqrvel eif {llirrton, lltin.riF, actrid as pr.e$i-

'..]d':ntl,An;rrldremshyshas"fi,I{ern,.*'elctltningth*:hig*,u*dtrr., ttT city of Peoria w&$ fi rst. Iilein* [,e wis tlf ]'airvi*w, sens trrye '

' '*- los, Ge*r:;ge ltrr. Marvel of Orcgon, nexl on the progy6m, !I4u'€quite an interesting talk orl farriily histur.y, tletty lng Orfrern
ffos'a 1'eatling, and Ben l{rtnt of Kenney **irg a nno *oio, *"4 iti*, , ,

,,: Hunt ' r:ead & paper pr*pared bl. Mr.$" Illla A, yeakel, wlri*h g*ve 
:' ' *lr*, history fr*m about 11 (10 CIn dowrr, trae ing h*r fnrpily line till ,''-thc present tirtre. 

r'rr

The trusiness ttreefing followed: The reunion tri llu lielcl the last
', Sunday-in Aug-ust 1f}X4 at lleori*1, Illinnis, itiri sitr+ ta tre .t**i***;;

by 3I: J. Itr" h{al'vcl of \Yayne*rville, George Man,ell uf lryashing:tun,

tud 
lf,rs' ilh;rri. *'Hertt or Pcuria, the rsani{} cr-rRimittce t,1 or'rl-ng,*'the pr()Sr&Rl. A eollccrtitltt w&$ Lakcn tu Iinan*c rhe a$rrusi$ti*n

*nother y$*tl" fuIrs" IKar-kley tif lluxhn*ll to sfi* ab*ut t6e pl.ilrting '

(}f the farrrily histury fur' I UX4. Thr, $eri,{}tal,y huu s fcw ,f th;
booklet;* r.rf tiru fir,s[ hi*liir'.y lef't, 11ncl $6$rg3rle, w&n*in** d3n&, *en gcrt,
it hy writirlg itct", atrd juitring ttre ilssnci&ir,ir,u. 'Ihc fee is one dol- ,

3r-. .The 
erltl offieere \rnl'e re-ele*ttld: Walter {:. Muryel r.rf l{ennsfr .'Illinois, pr'*sidurttl, }I*ruy Marvel of F'iatt, viee presiclept, antl n 

"o.''1,H$tfiie Mfi r t'cl &'larkley, g.14 E*st llurst $treet, IJuoSn ell, ff fir,oiu; 
':,

necretary*tr*a$ttl"*I,.T:'.
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1lJ 1iI.

Socn after .{ame,s W. became of alls, he went to Yerrniliop Cq.,

\Y*rgner heretofore nrentioned. S. I). ntltry live* It$ef [ut]Ye]*trd,,'f3{:]q;

John S. Marvel waw Rlsrr"riccl {rrr Irehruary I l}o l Sft 1. t* M$}'}, H:

Ilrtlell of Maxwell, I*wa, wh* h;rd tr***n teaching ths hpmc sch*ul

*f th* d&l'r,trls here. Ttre ;I. S, M&rvsl f *mily live iq Hasling;*,

N*br*skn; also ttre f*rnily of John W'.' Marv*:l, who stteneled thg

f)euria reunion in ISIll,
i

4*i
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'l'hus six of the *^even cliilrlren of Jarries Marvel snd Maria hlal'-
vel moved to Hamilton Oourrty, I'lebrasks, from 1882 to 18tr0 ,whcre

, l,hey reare{l their families. Mgst of th; grindchildien end gre*r,,',
$l"reI}drh.1ciren1i-veinIIami1t*nCounty*ncladjacentcounti.ei''.......

N&ncy Jane Marvel marriecl Willian: Shiptey tt Hlaynesville, Ill.,uI
J&n. 18, 18?4, where ttrcy lived ancl reareei their family, The next
yeql' after the death oI' \tViliia nr Shipley, Nancy Jane Shipley
moLtlrltoShericlan,0regon,w}rereaI1ofthechildrenbutftI}€hadV

g()Il e bef ore. On March 1 1, 19:13, Mr'$. Shiplcy was married to
George W. Jl,Iar:vel, u'ho hacl br:en living in Oregon ftlr a nurnber
of y*at's. This Ge.:rl"gr W. &'Iarvel was the 'sfin *f {'{)lql Unele }-1 iley
h{arvel," and \ryas rr couriitr o f' Mr$" lihiple y's f*ther, They, now
live at Iloyd, Oregon.

Gcorgc W. Marvcl of Boyd,'Or'*gon, who *tterrded the I'eoria re-
uniou in :1,U3 w&$ berl'n Nt)v. 20, 1ll,l4, wns tnarried to fiarn*rqglr*r
I.*ci; v"er, May 31, lSti{j, and urcvcd f ronr lllin,.ris t* Pnttawatomi*
C$,, Kansrrs in the spring r,rf l li?2. IIe hael clriven out the fall be*
1t:I'c to see his lrrothcr, Prettylnan, who hnd rnoved his family to tlris
couilt5r, [he spritrg rrf 1 8? 1. He reached his brother's home Oc!.
il, lfi? I , sf ter trave ling 1 ti days. [{ e lived irr Kan*as fiftr***,' y**ix '

wlictt hc tnov*cl lris l'an:ily to Williarns (){r., Ore., in which fitate hf,
hils giuce resiclctl.

An,:ther llrett.yman Marvel, hreither of Jarnes l[f,arvelj firgt "H]$r]i.
ticlned,ancl of George Marvel of Phillip*, Nebraska.r, in *h*ss, honar
tltr: Phillips reunion l{'as held, canle to Nance Co.r'Ne.br., about
18U0. They lvet'e own cousine to the George W. and Prettlman whc
nrovedt'rKansasin18?t...,.

The - Marvels are a congLrnial folk and for ths,' *o*t FArt they
Itave' not scattered as sonre farnilies do. Tliey &re n,ot clannish, but
they have that agree able nature that enables thern to get fllong
well tsig*ther and to errjoy that eloser frientlstrip thii kindr.ed sh;iild
rlevslap. ' While drawn together by ties of rels.tjoqship ,*h*;r erg
Ittrvertheless a neighbcrrly pcapll; highly re*pectecl {a-r their frien*lli:' : ' ','

rlslstil t'hsirIstrie[ itttegt'it}r snrl hilfh H{rrrBo. of hqffifff; ttlr*}. , ,fr.u#*I{t$r,
xttql S$&r f* t: i,hq*l r.' *{taqf xi*; tir iltl gr,urr* lrt+ **ttr*t}:*, Stru}*-*lwe#*r rtev.xlirti
:t,. lil*,rlot:jf1ll , l'.i,t:iFu,trxlti;, niirl hert*nrp ft grruxlt,lvr fsrnh f"*r S*liril' iii
*tt$.,Sf& f*r: i,lrq*,lr.' *{taqfxis; tir 

"ur1 
S;itrr,{.lrr+ **ttr*t}:*, ' ,S,tr**g1*4}w.ar*r rtev.xlirli

i:h rii,r,"d;iiif il.iiiiiit *l
.

t"*ffitt,atwti$'l itit-ril'i-sl lir t'hi'r *{**i'+til hiirf rii.y li**g.irig ftxg*i &$riitt*Fu{ ' ti6-:
{:ittl*$ iuf the atrtt urtl r'$r.uri*ns in Illin,",iu;' rhe *t[r,+ui-i. in' l*f itiiju*1,*l
rlecided to have oilc fnllorving the vet..1r rruccessful (rne held at pe-
nrin lsst yeer on Aug. BS, 1$:i3 &t whir:h the r,yriter *o* 

-f"rt"n;;*
cn ough to be lrrcscrr t.

Ac*ardingly, soCIll af ter our re turn f r'om lllinois, \trre began ie
Iitl' plan s f ol' a reurr ion her:e ilr Nebraska. The tufuti"-; 

-;;;;;
to kre uttanitnous in feeling that cur reunion shouftl be hell in
I'hillips, I'[ebr., which is the home of the oldeist of the Marvels here
ancl in whllse hnnor we f*lt it should be hekl. Georg* Mu""-f i"A
his wife Louvisa Ilouchins Marvel, These people *JuUrut*a their

{1
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ffr'andnra said she did fiu[ warrt the red skins t* gst her eloth ancl
to *ut it would ruin it, iio she rleclared she woulcl st*y and ftni*h ,it.
The neighbor said if xhe would stay, she was gning to rernain there
also. $o thcy tonk turns at the loom and watching f*r the Incli&ns ltlr*

$he how*ver sent lr*r'r:hilrlren trl'the near:est mtr:*kad*,' ffilg rf
rh$ss ehildren w&rs fih*rity (illllr'k) M**" el, tlsrn nlanu*lry 8S, lSO'?.

After the, maruiage oll Wiley M*rrvel and Cha:'ity Cl*rk, 'they
lived in Indian* where their chiltlren were s,ll born, Three children
in early e hildhood and seyen attained to m&n .*nd urCInr*nhaod,
These seven were:

Mary
Prettyman
Joscph W'.
Jrihn Wesley

, ' Geolge 1t'.
" , Braxtan

In 186? lViley and
ill., pith their farnily

(t .[n'ebruary L], 18gB
" De*emtret Z7 , 18il6

{r Februar$ 21, 1S4l , ' :o

{( Novetnber ?fr, 1844 
"',tt Oetober lr'lB4?,.

Charity {Clark} It{arvel moved to l}ewitt Cs.,

Living in lllinois at thst tinre were John and Camfort (Marvel)
Barr and Prett.vmatr ancl Rebecca ( Barr) Marvel with their families.
They were anrong the very early pioneers of that eountry, Unele
Prettyrn&n, son of Prettylnan Marvel, Sr., having died ssversl years
before our arrival there.

My gratrrif ather, Prett.yrnan Marvel, n ow ncar ninety years of
BHo, after the death of Grandnrother, who was also rlear ninety,
nroved to Benton Lluuttty, Illinois, to live with }is youngest ssn,
C*qrge }lr:gers Marvel. He w&E very desir:nus to n** trie thildren,
Wiley'$nd L'ortrfort (.SIarvel) Ilaru, $o they rigged up s large fam-
ily earriag* that l*'ahhet' had brought from tnclisn* = th* *pring af
I B$?, and in the early fall of 1S$S my l'ather and Uncle ilohn Bar*
started on their jourrre y toward the- southern par,t cf ittirroiJ 

- 
ln

bring ('Grand;.)ap" to our. horne. ;

You can hardly imagine the joyful anrl cxlreef,ant feeling that we
chileh'en harl fot' three $r f*ur tlays. One of us would keep a con*
stant lookout for miles and nriles across the broad +nd level plain
toward where the crity of Linr:oln now stancls,

Ope day one of us thuuted, "O h, I see something eonring this
Tuyl",And it vrasn't k:ng until we &ll began to cl*p our hands and
shout, "Oh ! It's thenr ! It's the nr l" 'We could hardly wait until they

"got close tnough so we coultl I'un and meet them. Our frrst eues-
tisn :!vas, to\{here is Grandpap?" "r want to see Grandpap.,, .Ighe
te*m stopped and Grandpap raised up t'rorn his bed with ioy eld
gladrress beaming over his tired old face, realizing that the long
journey wa$ CIver.
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